Valentine’s Day Crafts for Kids
How about arming your sitter with Valentine’s Day craft ideas and supplies for your kids to create special treats for family and friends? You’ll have happily occupied kids, a grateful sitter and a few special gifts, too.

Here are five sweet ideas for your little ones to get crafty:

· Homemade Valentine’s Day Cards with Treats
http://innerchildfun.com/2011/01/easy-crazy-crayon-party-favors.html
We love this crazy cute Valentine, particularly because it includes a kid-approved treat that isn’t candy – Crazy Crayons. Here’s the perfect use of all the bits and pieces of broken crayons you undoubtedly have at the bottom of your arts and crafts box. These crayons take what’s old and turn it into colorful, useful, Valentine gifts for classmates and friends. Your kids will love the crayon “demo” and the big reveal (once the bits bake at 425 degrees for 10 minutes, then chill in the frig). A heart muffin tin is especially cute to use, and these free printables stapled to the top of a Ziploc bag make it especially easy to package! http://innerchildfun.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/crazycrayons.pdf
· The perfect project for preschoolers

You’ll need red, pink and green construction paper, craft sticks, glue, scissors and a couple of markers to create these happy Heart Flowers. http://www.puttisworld.com/2012/01/heart-flowers.html. Your sitter can help by cutting out four red/pink hearts for the flower and two smaller green hearts for the leaves of each flower. Your child can glue them to the paper, overlapping to form a flower, adding the stick for a stem and leaves, too. Once dry, draw a face and any Valentine’s Day message you choose. Instructions and photos here, thanks to Puttisworld.com. 
· Get cooking for a tasty snack (or gift)
Take it easy on your sitter by leaving her all the trappings for a low-fuss treat she and the kids can bake and decorate. Depending on your child’s age and familiarity with baking, choose either a roll of refrigerated cookie dough, a boxed mix for cupcakes, or the easiest route - premade, undecorated cookies or cupcakes from the bakery or grocery store. Most will agree the best part of baking holiday treats is decorating them, so go all out on decorations. You could include several colors of candy sprinkles or sugars, maraschino cherries, dried coconut, tubes of frosting, chocolate chips, and candy hearts.

· Home-crafted decoration to resurrect each year

http://crafts.kaboose.com/stained-glass-heart.html
We know, we know, it’s another craft with crayons, but we couldn’t help ourselves. This craft is worth picking up an extra set of crayons to you can tackle it, as well as the melted crayon Valentines. So pretty to hang in a window, these stained glass hearts are a perfect way to brighten dreary winter days. You can make them by melting crayon shavings between waxed paper with an iron set on low, and hang them with a loop of string or ribbon after cutting out hearts. Experiment with different color combinations, and make sure the sitter knows not to take her eyes off the hot iron or melted paper until they have cooled.

· Fun craft for bigger kids -http://inchmark.squarespace.com/inchmark/2009/2/10/my-little-valentine.html#
Kids love tiny things, and who can blame them. These tiny packages made out of matchboxes and filled with candy are adorable. (You’ll want one, too!) Easy to create, these boxes can be customized with as much or as little as your crafter likes. Tape a strip of craft paper to cover them [Cut a piece of paper 2" high (or the height of your matchbox) and about 4" long (enough to wrap it around)], slap on some stickers, or paint or draw your own decorations… and tie with a bow. Since they are so teeny, a bag of candy is all you’ll need to fill a whole slew of them. M&Ms work well, and you can buy the pink and red ones for VDay.
